Zach Jackson
Testimony

Before | came to Faith Home
Adult & Teen Challenge in April
of 2019, | lost my job, my house,
my car, and my son was taken
from me. The judge told me be-
cause of my history with drugs
and violence | wasn't allowed to

S even have supervised visitations.
I was lost and broken. | was out in Turlock homeless and on a
handful of hard street drugs.

A couple months before the program | was picked up by an ambu-
lance on the street and when | got to the hospital, they called my
mom and asked her to identify my body and plan a funeral. | had
a variety of issues in my body. There was an abscess in one of my
lungs from heroin, meth gave me a heart murmur and pericarditis.
Also, from sleeping on the sidewalk in the winter | caught severe
pneumonia. | had a tube in my chest draining my lung, oxygen
tubes and IVs. | spent over a month in two hospitals working with
physical therapy because | could barely walk and | wasn't talking
in complete sentences. After miraculously being discharged from
the hospital | went right back to the drugs like | didn't learn my
lesson.

This program is a vessel that the Lord uses in unimaginable ways.
It taught me how to forgive and love myself and others. | was
agnostic upon entering this discipleship program. | had no desire
to read the Bible or pray but | gave my heart to the Lord a couple
months in. | almost wasn't accepted into the program because
the staff thought | might die in the bed but thanks to Pastor Rick
giving me a chance | have accomplished more than | ever thought
| could.

| spent a week of my blackout in the hospital because my body

During my time here we went to see Billy Burk and | was healed
by the laying on of hands and on my next doctor’s visit all the tests
came back normal, and the doctor asked me how that is possible?
I only knew one thing, it's because of God! Also, during my time
here, the judge told me, “Congratulations you can have your son
back | put God first in all | was doing and He blessed me with new
health and family restoration.

Since graduating from the program, | went back to school to
become an Addiction Counselor. | finished all my classes and
completed my internship hours at Prodigal Sons and Daughters.
On July 3rd this year | passed my state exam to be a Certified
Addiction Counselor. | now work for La Familia where I'm counsel-
ing the local homeless population and helping out at the We Care
men's shelter. | got back on my feet and now I'm engaged and
have my own spot to live and be a happy and sober family man.

I have self-published 10 faith-based books with more to come,

all available on Amazon under the author's name Z.C. Jackson.
I'wrote an 8 book workbook series titled Rising to Victory. They
are geared towards addiction and recovery. | also have a 40-day
Devotional out that my niece helped me with for the artwork. And
| stay connected with my church with mentors and serving on the
security team. I'm very grateful for this program for introducing me
to the Lord and | can't wait to see what else the Lord has for me in
the days to come.

A few verses that | constantly go back to throughout my journey
are:

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new cre-
ation has come. The old has gone, the new is herel!”

Galatians 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke
of slavery”

Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Re-
joice!"

Psalm 18:1-2 “I love you, Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock,
my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom | take
refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold”
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place where the Most High dwells." That is
how we feel as we experience the presence of
the Lord, anointing and blessing all that takes
place at Faith Home.

We have two exciting testimonies in this
edition that are nothing short of miracles. The
journeys and victories shared in these stories
are truly miraculous! We know you will find
them encouraging, and perhaps you know
someone who comes from a similar back-
ground.

was giving out again.But God had other plans and kept me alive. GOD BLESS!
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Valley Mod Builders

By Michael Shivar

Over the past eight weeks, four of our students here at
the Ranch joined three participants from neighboring
Christian programs and our surrounding community
for our construction pre-apprenticeship program. Sev-
en men began the journey together, and we are proud
to say that all seven completed it.

Throughout the eight weeks, the students were given
the opportunity to prepare themselves for a future in
the construction industry. They gained hands-on ex-
perience, learned about workplace and jobsite safety,
worked alongside seasoned professionals, and de-
veloped skills that can help open the door to employ-
ment and apprenticeship opportunities.

But anyone who has walked alongside our students
knows that accomplishments like these represent
more than what appears on a certificate.

For our Faith Home Adult & Teen Challenge students
especially, these eight weeks became another part

of the larger work God is already doing in their lives.
Every morning they showed up, every new skill they
learned, every difficult task they completed, and every
time they chose to keep going was another opportu-
nity to practice the discipline, responsibility, persever-
ance, and integrity they are developing during their
time here.

Whatever their individual stories may have looked like
before entering the classroom, they shared the expe-
rience of working toward something that could help
change the direction of their future.

At the end of those eight weeks, every student suc-
cessfully completed the program. All seven graduates
received an OSHA 10 certification, a Pre-Apprentice-
ship Completion Certificate, and certifications in Con-
fined Spaces and Traffic Control.

Those certificates represent real accomplishments
and provide credentials the students can carry with
them into the workforce. But they also represent
something less visible: eight weeks of commitment,
dedication, and perseverance. For men rebuilding
their lives, there is something powerful about being
able to look back and say, ‘I finished what | started.”

Throughout the program, we had the privilege of
seeing students grow in confidence as they discov-
ered new abilities and began thinking differently about
what might be possible for their future. They weren't
simply learning construction skills; they were being
given another opportunity to see that the lives God is
rebuilding can have purpose and direction.

Colossians 3:23 tells us, “Whatever you do, work at

it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
human masters." Our hope is that this is ultimately
what our students carry beyond these eight weeks:
not simply the ability to work, but a new understand-
ing of how and why we work. e are proud of all our
graduates and especially grateful to have watched the
men from Faith Home Adult & Teen Challenge reach

a significant and foundational milestone during their
journey here at the Ranch. We are also thankful for our
instructors, Serge Ivanyuk and Kevin Rikard, as well

as the staff, partners, and everyone who helped make
this program possible.

These men have received practical tools, hands-on
training, industry certifications, and life skills that

can help them build successful careers and brighter
futures for themselves and their families. More impor-
tantly, our prayer is that God continues to use expe-
riences like this to help them build something even
greater—a new life and a new future, built upon the
foundation they are developing through their relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.

Alex Harden
Testimony

My Name is Alex Harden,

For a long time, | was an
alcoholic and a gambler.

| tried to get sober on my
own, but no matter what

I did, nothing seemed to
work. | knew God growing
up, but somewhere along
the way, | had drifted away
from Him.

What started out as partying eventually became something
much darker. Alcohol and gambling slowly took control of
my life. From outside, it probably looked like | had everything
together. | could smile, joke around, and carry on like every-
thing was fine. But on the inside, | was a complete mess. |
compare that time in my life to wearing a mask.

The problem with wearing a mask is that nobody knows the
real you. You can convince everyone around you that you're
okay, but eventually you have to be honest with yourself. And
[ wasn't okay.

[ was lonely. | was lost. | was trying to fill something inside of
me with alcohol, gambling, and the things of this world. | kept
trying to fix my problems myself, but the harder | tried, the
deeper | seemed to get.

Eventually, | came to a point where | knew | couldn't keep liv-
ing the way | was living. | needed help. That's when | went to
a program called Teen Challenge. That is where my journey
really began.

To be honest, the program was hard for me. | had to give up
things that | had held onto for a long time—my pride, my ego,
my control, and the idea that | knew what was best for my
life. I had spent so long doing things my own way that surren-
dering was one of the hardest things | had ever done. For the
first few months, [ still tried to do things my way. | thought |
had everything under control. | thought | could figure things
out on my own. Even though | was in a program designed to
help me change, | was still fighting to maintain control.

Looking back, | realize that | wasn't just fighting the program. |
was fighting surrender. | didn't want to completely let go and
trust God with my life. About six months into the program,
something changed.

| remember one day praying to God for about 90 minutes in
the orchard. | was trying to figure out whether this was really

His plan for me. | had so many questions. | remember think-
ing, “Why am | here? Why is this happening to me?" At the
time, | thought God was punishing me by sending me to a
program. | thought this was the consequence of everything
that had gone wrong in my life, and | didn't understand why
God would allow me to go through something so difficult.

But now, looking back, | see it completely differently. God
wasn't punishing me. God was giving me another chance at
life. Going to a program was a consequence of my actions,
but God used that consequence to change the direction of
my life. What | saw as punishment, God was using for my
good. That realization changed everything for me.

[ finally began to understand who God really was. | started to
realize that He wasn't trying to take my life away from me—
He was trying to give me a new one. | learned that God had
a plan for my life and he loved me for me. For the first time,

[ was willing to trust Him. I was finally willing to say, “God, |
don't know what Your plan is, but I'm willing to give it a try."
That was the beginning of real change in my life.

| graduated from the program almost six years ago, and |
have not had a drink or gambled since October 15, 2019.
When | look at my life today, it is almost unrecognizable
compared to where | was.

I am beyond blessed. | get to walk through this life free from
the things that once controlled me. | have a whole new
career. | have a completely different outlook on life. | have
been blessed with an amazing girlfriend. I've been able to
purchase homes and accomplish things | never thought were
possible.

But as grateful as | am for all of those things, none of them
are the most important part of my story. The most important
part is my relationship with Jesus. Because | could have a
great career, a nice home, money, relationships, and every-
thing else the world says should make me happy—but none
of those things compare to knowing Jesus and having a
relationship with Him.

The greatest gift God gave me wasn't just sobriety. He gave
me freedom. He gave me a purpose. He gave me hope. And
most importantly, He gave me Himself.

Today, | don't have to wear that mask anymore. My story isn't
about how strong | was. It's about how faithful God was when
['wasn't.

I am thankful for Teen Challenge. I'm thankful for the people
who walked with me when | didn't know how to walk on my
own. I'm thankful for the lessons | learned, the difficult days
that shaped me, and even the consequences that brought
me to that place.

Most of all, I'm thankful that God never gave up on me.




